Management of vitiligo.
Vitiligo is a disease of unknown origin that causes destruction of melanocytes in the skin, mucous membranes, the eyes, and occasionally in hairbulbs and in the ears. The loss of melanocytes alters both structure and function of these organs. The goals of therapy are multifold. The primary goal is to restore melanocytes to the skin so that the epidermis has a normal morphology. Such repigmented skin regains its normal immune/inflammatory functions.